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SWAN VALLEY LAND USE AND MANAGEMENT DISCUSSION PAPER 
Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [12.06 pm]: I am pleased today to table the “Swan 
Valley Land Use and Management Discussion Paper”. The discussion paper is the result of a comprehensive 
study of current land use and management issues affecting the Swan Valley, undertaken by the Department of 
Planning in conjunction with the City of Swan and the Swan Valley Planning Committee. The study was 
prompted by community concerns regarding the future of the Swan Valley and perceived threats to the rural and 
agricultural nature of the area. The study has been an investigation of the broad policy and regulatory framework 
in order to produce a discussion paper for public comment. It has not involved a review of the Swan Valley 
Planning Act 1995. The act was previously reviewed between 2000 and 2004, with amendments to the act made 
in 2006. 
The study found that the Swan Valley has a strong local economy, based on agribusiness and agritourism, with 
its total value being approximately $200 million a year. Since the introduction of the Swan Valley Planning Act, 
the number of wineries in the area has doubled, with over 40 wineries currently in operation. Tourism and day 
trips to the Swan Valley are also growing, with up to 600 000 visits to the valley a year. The area’s rural 
character and landscape setting are the foundation of its tourism appeal; however, the growth in tourism, 
hospitality and retail development is creating some land use conflicts and amenity impacts. 
The study found a need for greater protection and support for agricultural production, particularly viticulture, and 
more effective management of tourism-related development. Local planning policies for landscape character 
protection and development design guidelines may also prove useful. The potential for increased subdivision is 
not a primary focus of the discussion paper. The establishment of the act in 1995 and the review from 2000 to 
2004 found a strong public demand for the retention of agricultural production and the rural character of the 
Swan Valley. There are also considerable constraints to urban development in the area.  
The public will have the opportunity to make submissions on the discussion paper until 31 December 2012. 
Following the findings of public consultation, further consideration will be given to the need to amend the Swan 
Valley Planning Act and the local planning framework.  
[See paper 5343.] 
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